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EDCFree Europe coalition 
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Delay at EU level triggers 
action by countries 

Segolene Royal  

Environment Ministry of France 

National EDC Strategy 



Consumers demanding  
EDC free products 



 EU laws underpinned by precautionary principle 

 Aim is replacement of harmful chemicals 

(CMRs, PBTs, EDCs) 

 Identification based on intrinsic properties 

 EU laws combine hazard & risk approaches 

Policies address EDCs 
 as chemicals of concern 



 

1. First time for legally binding criteria 

2. Implement existing EU laws 

3. Identifying EDCs correctly to better 

protect people and wildlife 

4. Incentives for further research for 

safer alternatives 

 

 

EDC criteria – what`s at stake ? 



EU EDC debate: the lobby story   

@YouTube Report 



June 2016:  

EU Commission proposal 

A endocrine disruptor is a substance 
 

 known to cause an adverse effect relevant for a) human 

health and b) non-target organisms 

 has an endocrine mode of action  

 adverse effect is a consequence of the mode of action 



Critique of Commission proposal 

 

 France, Denmark, Sweden: no satisfactory level of protection  

 ENDOcrine Society: ignores state of science 

 `SYRINA` authors: privileges certain types of evidence 

 NGOs: too high burden of proof + unlawful exemptions  



Our recommendations  
 

1. Identification of EDCs needs to work! 

2. Keep potency out of the criteria  

3. No addition of risk assessment considerations 

4. Categories to reflect different levels of scientific knowledge 

ED 
suspected 

ED  
some in vivo/in vitro  

evidence 



Linking EDC research & policy 

Michael Coghlan, CC-BY-SA 2.0 



 Input to detailed case by case assessments to identify EDCs 

 Update and develop screens and tests to identify EDCs 

 Develop tests with endpoints relevant to human diseases 

 

 

Data to support identifying EDCs 



 

 Providing data for current evaluations (pesticides & biocides) 

 Giving input into EU Chemical Law (REACH) 

 generating data on chemicals for various REACH  processes (e.g. new 
Restriction on BPA in thermal paper under REACH) 

 ‘new’ EDCs of concern relevant to health and environment 

 Contributing to public consultations (EU Chemicals Agency, ECHA) 

Data to support managing EDCs 



Summary 

 Several EU policies contain provisions to control EDCs  

 Implementation is too limited and too slow 

 EU EDC criteria will be decisive for health protection  

 Opportunities exist for linking research and policy 

 



Your research is crucial! 



www.chemtrust.org.uk  

Contact: 

ninja.reineke@chemtrust.org.uk 



EU Commission Commission official documents: 
http://ec.europa.eu/health/endocrine_disruptors/policy/index_en.htm 

  
Main CHEM Trust blogs on EDCs:  
http://www.chemtrust.org.uk/tag/endocrine-disruptors  
 

Letter to EU Commission by SYRINA project authors: 
http://policyfromscience.com/open-letter-to-eu-commission-about-proposed-edc-criteria/ 
 

ENDOCRINE Society reaction to proposed EDC criteria 
https://www.endocrine.org/news-room/current-press-releases/endocrine-society-experts-concerned-
eu-chemical-criteria-will-not-protect-public 
 

Report: A toxic affair (S. Horel, Corporate Europe Observatory) 
https://corporateeurope.org/sites/default/files/toxic_lobby_edc.pdf 
 

Documentary: Endocrination by S. Horel 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ks5OSVDl00 
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 EU Commission to develop scientific criteria for identifying EDCs 

 Legal task under Pesticide and Biocide laws 

 & crosscutting implications 

 EU governments + EU Parliament need to approve 

 Rationale in law: removal of EDCs from the market (But: 

exemptions!) 

 Deadline was 2013, negotiations ongoing 

 

EDC criteria –background on process 


