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Brominated flame 
retardants in Rubik´s cubes
and black kitchen plastics

Is this want we want in a recycled 
product?

PVC roof tiles with very high VOC content



Increasing consumer demand 
for information

• Smartphone apps to ask about 
harmful chemicals in products

• New AskREACH project (EU wide)



1. Clean up material cycles: Speed up implementation 
and enforcement of chemicals laws 

2. Improve information flow: recyclers must get the 
information on substances and safety data
a. Information of hazardous substances in products
b. Decision tools  - some materials should not be recycled

3. Improve product design: Assume 100 % recycling 
and avoid chemicals with problematic properties

Ways forward



Conclusions

• The only sustainable circular economy is a clean one
• No double standards: recycled products must be fully 

compliant with chemical legislation
• Regulators and product designers must  be forward-

looking, avoiding potential problem chemicals and 
extending producer responsibility

• Major risk of scandal, loss of confidence in recycled 
products

Chemtrust.org/circulareconomy




