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The Brexit challenge on chemicals
• UK laws on chemicals almost entirely based on EU law
• EU REACH chemicals system – the most advanced in the 

world – is very centralised:
• One database of chemical safety in ECHA in Helsinki

• Not accessible to countries not involved in REACH (e.g. Switzerland)
• Harmonised decision making

• EEA countries in the room, can’t vote
• Complex rules on sharing safety data and costs between companies

• REACH vital for trade in chemicals and goods
• Companies and trade associations concerned about losing it

• UK can’t copy the REACH system
• Database not available once outside REACH; would be huge cost for 

Government & Industry to copy it, though UK claims that this is what it will do
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Options for post-Brexit Scotland
! The UK Government’s “Frameworks analysis”[4] 

accepts that chemicals is an area where:
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