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Part 1  
Scientific Aspects 



Effects on wildlife 

CHEMTrust report: 

Males under threat 



Concerns for human health 

1) Hormone related cancers 

2) Problems with reproduction 

3) Birth defects of the genitals 

4) Effects on brain development  

5) Effects on metabolism 

Rise of testicular cancer in EU 
Source: WHO/UNEP report 

Summary for decisionmakers 





Closing knowledge gaps 

Epigenetic effects: impacts for future generations  

 

Better screens and tests needed 
 Thyroid and metabolic effects 
 Adverse health trends 
 Delayed effects 
 



Part 2  
Regulatory Aspects 



Categories for ED criteria 

  

potential suspected confirmed 

ED 



Elements of ED criteria 

 Need to take into account all current knowledge 
(i.e. cover more than EATs and beyond OECD tests) 

 No requirement of full knowledge of mechanism of action  

 No potency cut-off as part of ED criteria 



1) Safe levels of exposure? 

2) Time lag of effects of EDs 

3) Threat for future generations 

4) Mixture effects 

Increased uncertainties in 
the assessment of EDCs 



Part 3 
Risk management 
 



 Further delay 2015-2016? 

1999 2000 

EU EDC Strategy 

2006 

EU ENV Council 

2012 2013 

EDC criteria 

2009 

REACH adoption 

PPPR adoption 

1996 

Weybridge workshop 

REACH EDC 
review 

2002 

WHO/IPCS report WHO/UNEP report  

During all THIS time exposure continued and concerns increased 



Risk management - policy 

3 step procedure: 

 

 

 Identifying EDCs (update tests and requirements) 

 

 Regulate under specific legislation (REACH/pesticides/...) 

 

 Address gaps in other sectors (food contact materials, 

medical devices…) 

 

 





Innovation and research 



Summary 

 Improved tests for better identification 

 Apply existing laws to minimize exposures 

 Use existing tools for substitution and innovation 


