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1. Using EU laws better for 
increased water protection 
 

 Moving control upstream and regulate at source 

 REACH: accelerate restrictions and authorisations (SVHCs) 

 PPPR & biocides: implement cut-off criteria for CMRs, PBTs, EDCs 

 Closer feedback loops between field monitoring and assessments 

E. Berger et al: Sci Total Environ 544 (2016) 864-873 



Expanding 
EU laws to 
cover PMT 
substances 



2. The need for more grouping 
in risk management 

 

 Breaking the circle of playing 

`catch up´: avoiding 

`regrettable` substitution 

 Detection in environment 

indicates rising uses  of 

alternatives (BPS!) 

 Companies need to provide 

better use and exposure data 

(as highlighted in recent REACH 

Review) 

 Some work has started (e.g.  

C9-C14 PFAS restriction) 

 

 

 

 

 



3. From mixture assessment 
to prediction & prevention 

 

 Need to end the default of a 

single substance assessment 

 Covering multiple substances 

from multiple sources 

 Applying mixture assessment 

factor  

 

Richard M. Evans , Olwenn V. Martin, Michael Faust , Andreas Kortenkamp  
Science of the Total Environment 543 (2016) 757–764 



EU decided in 7th Environmental Action programme: 

EU wide Stratey for a non-toxic enviroment by 2018 

 

 

 

? ? ? 
Need for 8th Environmental Action Programme 



EDCFree Europe coalition 



NGO coalition EDC-Free Europe 
8 Points for a new EU EDC Strategy 

1. Protect public health and reduce exposures to EDCs 

2. Increase citizen`s awareness 

3. Improve laws: Close gaps for cosmetics, food packaging, 

consumer products, toys 

4. Tackle combination effects and move to mixture assessment 

5. Speed up testing and screening of EDCs 

6. Work towards a non-toxic circular economy 

7. Promote safer substitutes 

8. Monitor health and environmental effects 

 

 

 

 

http://www.edc-free-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/EDC-Free-statement-on-EU-EDC-Strategy-final-EN1.pdf 
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Let`s talk about visible & invisible pollution 



Improving science-policy relevance 

 
 
 
 
An academic researcher´s guide to increased impact on regulatory assessment of 
chemicals 
Agerstrand et al. 2017, J Environ Sci: Processes and Impacts, 2017, 19, 644-655 
  

 

 Help to identify priority chemicals + priority mixtures and 

recommend changes in monitoring programmes 

 Provide research data in context of public consultations 

for regulatory decisions (ECHA, EFSA) 

 ´Real world check´ of exposure estimates and link back 

to authorisations/restrictions at source 

 

 



Conclusions 

 

 Filling gaps to arrive at a non-toxic environment 

 accelerate EU controls to stop pollution at source 

 advance grouping for regulating similar substances   

 address mixtures as default scenario 

 Seize opportunities for linking research and regulation!  

 Bring your SOLUTIONS results to policymakers (policy briefs!) 

 

 

 

 

 


