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About CHEM Trust
• A charity working at UK, EU 

& Global levels to protect 
humans & wildlife from 
harmful chemicals

• Working with scientists, 
technical processes and 
decision makers, in 
partnership with other civil 
society groups

• Focus on identification of, 
and action on, endocrine 
disrupting chemicals

• See www.chemtrust.org &
www.chemtrust.org/newsletter

http://www.chemtrust.org/
http://www.chemtrust.org/newsletter


What should be happening?
• Good quality registrations

– So regulators – and users – know how safe substances are.
• Action on chemicals of concern

– Effective regulatory systems across the board
• Enforcement of restrictions and other controls

– To protect all EU consumers and the environment
• Regulation, monitoring and enforcement of the 

circular economy
– A clean circular economy, not a dirty one

• No nasty surprises
– Are we missing anything?



1. Registrations: Deca BDE case
• Deca BDE is a brominated flame retardant (BFR), debated for >15 

years; a restriction, with exemptions, was finalised in Feb 17 [1]

• The summary of RAC & SEAC opinions [2] points out problems 
with the data that industry used when registering this chemical

– "It should be noted that REACH registration dossiers for decaBDE do not contain 
information on the environmental exposure of decaBDE, either on a per use, or on an 
aggregated basis. This is because the current registrations are based on the 
information requirements prior to the decision to identify decaBDE as a 
PBT/vPvB substance (in December 2012), i.e. as decaBDE was not classified as 
hazardous by the registrants, exposure assessment (including exposure 
scenario development) and risk characterisation were not required. As 
a consequence of the identification of decaBDE as a PBT/vPvB updates to the 
registration dossiers of decaBDE are now pending, but have not been received by the 
Agency at the time of publication of the opinion. RAC notes that this legal update of 
the registration dossiers would have helped the evaluation.”

• This is a high profile, controversial chemical - how many other 
registration dossiers are hiding important problems?



The problem of groups
• Deca BDE is one of a group of polybrominated 

diphenyl ethers, and a broader group of 
brominated flame retardants (BFRs)
– Industry tends to move from one to another as controls are 

brought in. This is not good.
• Bisphenols are another problematic group

– But groups are not just a problem, they could be part of the 
solution….



Toxic Soup: The bisphenols

• Our “Toxic Soup” 
report
– Launched Mar 18
– Examines how 

companies switch from 
a known hazardous 
bisphenols to one with 
similar properties

– KEMI has identified 37 
bisphenols with EDCs 
properties!

http://www.chemtrust.org/toxicsoup

http://www.chemtrust.org/toxicsoup


Groups as a solution
• Group-based Restriction can improve quality of 

registrations, e.g.
– Start a Restriction on a wide group of bisphenols
– The only way out of this Restriction is for registrants to 

provide strong data that a substance does not have the 
properties of concern

• Result:
– Removal of chemicals of concern from the market, probably 

including some with poor registration dossiers.
– Increased safety data on any substances that are claimed to 

not have the substances of concern.
• See www.chemtrust.org/toxicsoup

http://www.chemtrust.org/toxicsoup


2. The articles challenge
• Millions of articles are sold in the EU, many 

imported, many made here
• Enforcing EU chemicals laws is a responsibility 

for both industry and regulators
• RAPEX demonstrates that there are a lot of 

failures
– But this will be the tip of the iceberg



Retailers, regulators or luck?
• Retailers – and their supply chains – should be 

ensuring their products are compliant
– Are the big players all doing this properly?
– Do they all know what is happening in their supply chains?

• What about products sold in small shops or 
markets?
– What chance have these retailers got of knowing what is 

happening up their supply chains?
• Are regulators putting in enough resources to 

protect consumers in all circumstances?
– Some countries don’t even have central organisation of this 

work



An EU that protects all society
• We shouldn’t have a 

system that only protects 
richer consumers 
shopping at large retailers

• How can the EU – and 
Member States – better 
protect poorer consumers 
shopping at markets and 
cheaper shops?

• An important subject for 
discussion and policy 
development



3. It’s not just about REACH
• Danish analysis found several 

chemicals in pizza boxes [3]
– BPA –from recycling thermal paper?
– PFAS, phthalates, nonylphenol

• Recycled paper food contact 
materials have no harmonised EU 
regulation

– Inconsistent that EU law obliges 
recycling of packaging, but does not 
address chemical content

– Enforcement is a challenge

• Need adequate regulation as 
well as enforcement!

– DG Santé starting an evaluation 
of the Food Contact Laws… 



4. Circular Economy
• The circular economy – recirculating waste – has 

huge implications for chemical safety, e.g.
– Recirculation of now-banned chemicals into new 

products
– Uncontrolled/unknown use of hazardous chemicals

• A Commission consultation in summer 2017 
admitted that many of the laws on chemicals and 
waste are not properly applied

• We need effective, implemented, laws and 
enforcement – but we don’t have this yet….



e.g. 1. BFRs in kitchen plastics

• BFRs in found in black 
kitchen plastics on sale on 
EU market [4]

• Where from??
– Recycling of electronics waste 

outside EU?

• BFRs are a big issue in 
many other areas

– e.g. waste foam into carpet 
underlay, any black plastic

• More analysis and 
enforcement needed



2. Recycled PVC roofing
• Made in Czech republic

– From German waste PVC cables
• A householder was concerned about 

the smell in her house
– Particularly in attic where children slept
– Went to NGO Arnika (regulators  were not 

interested)
• Lab analysis: 

– Calculation: 500m2 roof would emit 12.5kg 
VOC if heated to 100ºC (e.g. sunlight) for 
1 hr

– Including: 2- ethylhexanol (DEHP 
breakdown product), benzene, styrene, 
toluene, ethylbenzene, DIBP, DnBP

• No enforcement so far, sales continue



5. Nasty surprises!
• First rule of chemicals 

policy:
– if you don’t look, you don’t 

find
• Researchers looked at 

tights (pantyhose):[5]
– Bisphenol S (BPS) and 

(BPA) were found in 
100% and 96% of the 
samples

– Bisphenol F (BPF) also 
found in some brands



Conclusions
• Enforcement of chemical law is always going to 

be a challenge
• There are things we can do to make it more 

effective, including the following:
– More use of grouping, including as a tool to promote “no data, no 

market”
– All chemical regulations must be up to an adequate standard (e.g. 

FCM)
– More comprehensive product testing - a Europe that protects 

everyone, even the poor
– Effective regulation & enforcement of a clean circular economy 
– Keep looking for problems, analysing very diverse products, to 

ensure issues are not missed
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